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inet and pernicious errors have been'broacheds x 
and ochers Have been reyived amongſt us; to the 
diſturbance of the Church of Chriſt, and the Cor: =. 
ruptivn of many of her members. Thete is this . 
fererice indeed between the preſent and former age? 
in thoſe there ſeldom wanted à champion for le 


truth to ſtep forth, from amongſt the fifſt clever. 
men for abilities, learning and piety, in defence ad@*”; 


vnckcation of thoſe traths that were openly attacked. 
But in this our day, thbu we can boaſt of men x *3 
et thoſe who are moſt eur ; 
pable, are, from a he wh Aelicary of friendſhip; res 2 
ſtrained from entering the liſts againſt the defenders 
and propagators of thoſe errors ; auſe ſeth an one © — 
is of chat opinion ; and left bis or that man thould- 
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the truths of God are fußfering through their ſupine- 
neſs and unwary people a E . iv; 
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not had more - of this . moderation 5 ſpirit + we 
ſhould not then have read ſo much of their ſteady 


zeal ; of one withſtanding another to the face; and 
of their thundering out their anathemas 
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at leaft their affection for their prince; 5 the exi> | 
cy of the times muſt plead an 2 for their con- | 
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and coſt mature deliberation and conſultation, b, 
endeavoured- to defend the truth, which is the ſub⸗⸗ 
mt grand arſenal: . much leß de 


unanimous (as far as I can learn) in their, r rezection « 
it 3. and, 1 1n maintaining, on the gontraty. 
| time, a 0 apply Chriſt unto them. . Who 
a gl in all gogtrigal matters, I think all Prateſt; . 
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. A of . great 1 ho 
Wk ave 19 15 their teſtimony to this truth y I 
"names, were they adduced, would fill a vol 
1 thoſe of. any eminency, who have ad 1 
e- contrary opinion, have been as rare almoſt as a 
allow in winter, or a woodcock in ſummer: not- 
withſtanding what a modern advocate for this's FR 
nion hath faid to the contrary; whoſe liſt of 
names of men of any eminency, that have ſeemed 
1 27 the opinion, amounts to the prodigious num- 
ber of even. Some of which, Jiſſius, in particui 
tht, ſtrongly maintained the ney” opinion, 'whe 
writing profeſſedly upon the ſubj Yet it is ac- 
 knowledged that he, as well as ſome of * reſt, 
uſed ſome expreſſions (incautiouſly, it is preſt a) 
which ſeemed to favour the opinion : i ſuf- 
© Kicient for them to be n to give in Ar evi 
ee on that fide. 6.4 
3 k ; 7 12 


 Trwave but one thing more to dert ee 
Fer of: which is this, that tlie advocates. for eter 
nal juſtification, aware that their tetiet is not defenli- 
is from ſeripture, but only from metaphyſical rea- 
ging, and the logic of the ſchools, Have invented 
-anewphraſe; whereby they i intimate, that all which 
bees to, or for, his ele& in time, is no more 
1 2 manifetation, or manifeftative, of what was as 
**@2ually done from eternity: uſe theſe Non, | 
© Who are got up into the clouds, capt, . 
-of reaſon, diſcover how God can firſt purpoſe to F C 
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and my f are all 28 at preſent 2 though cine or cin 1 
| of them is often III. Y 
, n »0r.5Afitions and trials are ary for! us in this-our | 
1 We cannot well do without them 
We ſhould be apt to run away from God, and toltake; up ij 
this world for our Teftz not conſidering it is : polluted;aar-- 
ve had not ſome mementob of this kind; to gemildyaswef 8 
the promiſed land that is before us, and of the inheritande -, 
-reſetved for us. And our gracious God bus merditully_ . 
provided for our ſupport during our journey. He bas take 
care to provide inns and reſting-places the- road for” 
our accommodation; where wholſome teffeſhing 
| wines, and reviving cordials, may be had _ is, eben M 
calling for: fo that we Have none but oir-{dves co bl , 2 
if wo are not in a proper oondition to purſue our 5 — 3 
It muſt be wholly' owing to our neglecting to de- 
| ö wholfoine, and to var ane after hes: in 2 
fi ous.” 1 208 40, 804; 2: 8 10 * 9 
| 4 You. mean the ordinances, 1 Fappoſe; Pin this 2M £2 
aniple proviſion is made for our wants, and where our 
de ſupplied with dy 0 ing conducive to-theirHe 
Tafety ? Indeed we have great teaſon to be ark 
— * ſpel, and the means of grace we enjoy ſo 
in this ſand. We have many excellent e among 
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more explicit; in which ſhe has theſe! words: 4 There are 


K 
ſome new ones, to proclaim the glad tidings of ſalvation 
who are well qualified with gifts and graces for the work 
of the miniſtry, 5 te e. 
Or. I rejoice to hear of any new miniſters of the goſ- 
pel bein Eat forth, who are not only apparently taught 
wy the Holy Spirit the truth as it is in ſalon but who have 

ſo courage to ſpeak out with boldneſs for their maſter. 
Such are much wanted at this day of degeneracy from the 
purity of goſpel-doctrines. . 

Cl. There is, no doubt, a great degeneracy from the 
doctrines of the reformation in this land in general; but 
notwithſtanding this, the goſpel ſtill ſhines forth, here and 
there, in its utmoſt purity and brightneſs. I really think, 
it has of late burſt forth with peculiar luſtre ; and that 

' ſome of the doctrines of the goſpel were never preached 
with greater clearneſs, or more explicitly, than at pre- 
ſent. - New light ſeems to be thrown'upon ſome of them, 

Or. I muſt confeſs I do not admire novelty in divinity, 

any more than I like to hear of old, long - exploded errors 
being revived in the church; which is too often the caſe. 
Sometimes a new edition of an old erron; that has lain 
. dormant for half a century, comes out with additions and 
improvements; ſanctified by the name of ſome great and 
0 man, who writes a preface, and notes explana- 
"tory to it: and fo it paſſes for ſome time with the un- 
— for a truth, diſcovered with more than ordinary 
l. There is the doctrine of Juſtification : I think 
that was never more clearly preached and explained than 
aat preſent ; it being quite upon the old, orthodox, calvi- 


mniſtic plan, improved. Some of our ſound miniſters, at 


 *this day, ſpeak gloriouſſy of the everigſling love of God ; 
and treat of the ' decrees in their abſolute, unli- 
- ,mited- ſenſe ; and prove how Juſtification took its- riſc 
rom thence, 07 aorta at Bene! 
Fray, what are your ſentiments concerning the doctrine 
of Juſtification ? What think you of the matter, Ortho? 
For great and good men differ much about it, I think; 
Or. Juſtification, according to the article of the church 
; bf England, is, a being accounted righteous before God 
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus. Chriſt, hy 
i only;” — This I take to be a definition of Julli- 
*heation. And in the | homily on Juſtißeation the is All 


| C 5.1 | 
three things which muſt go together in our juſtification. 
Upon God's part, his great mercy and grace ca Chriſt's: 
part, juſtice, that is, the ſatisfaction of God's: juſtice, or 
the price of our redemption, by the offering of: bis body, 
and ſhedding of his blood, with fulfilling of the law per- 
fectly and throughly ; and upon aur part, true and /rvely. 
faith in the merits of jeſus Chriſt, which yetis not ours, 
bar. God's pr wg in us.” — In conſequence whereof, 5 : 
ul, thus juſtified, has a right to all the things of 
Chriſt, we, to eternal life. 2 1 5 
Ci. And ho is this effected, or brought home and ap- 
plied to the ſoul? E | 0 
Or. By the agency of the all-ſufficient Spirit, in effee - 
tual calling; who, in a ſovereign way, quickens the foul, 
draws it to Chriſt, unites it to him, and gives it faith to 
receive him for wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 
redemption. God the Father then views the ſoul as a real 
member in Chriſt's myſtical body; accounts it righteous 
through his righteouſneſs imputed to it; loves the per- 
ſon as his adopted ſon, and deals with him accordingly. 
Cl. I obſerve, Ortho, you take it for granted then, 
that a man is juſtified when he believes only. There are 
ſome who think otherwiſe ;: and roundly aſſert too, that all 
who ſhall be finally ſaved, were juſtified from eternity. | 
Or. And J can as roundly aſſert, that a man is not juſ- 
tified till he believes: if that will be admitted as a ſufſi. 
cient anſwer; and I am ſure I have the word of God on 
my fide. | hs hit”, _,. 
CI. I have lately been in company with ſome of this 
opinion; and heard one fay, That „ if a man bes 
<< lieves eternal election to be conſiſtent with himſelf,” he 
_ <: muſt; believe; eternal juſtification alſo.” For thoſe that N 
God elected in Chriſt, he always looked upon as united“ 8 
to and in him: and, as he atoned for their fins, they'* 
muſt have been juſtified with their head, when they were” - 
elected; for there never. was a head without a body, Se, 


4. n 3 . 
Or. Theſe, and an hundred, abſurdities more, may ſpring - _ 
from the ſame fruitful ſource ; for they are all the produ- 
tion of man's prolific brain. When reaſon gets out. of he I 

proper ſphere of action, and, inſtead of being the hang- 
Md of revelation, caſts off her authority, and wantonly 
es it to herſelf; and when pride, her paramour, ‚ ?, 
to her 2 womb of imagination x 
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imp d, and ſhe brings en e 'I 
illegitimate children: which, aſter dreſſing them in a ſerip s- 
ture dreſs, ſhe calls truths, as they ſometimes baye the ap- 
pearance of ſuch; but which are, in reality, nothing but 
errors. Of which ſort, I think, the opinion of und ju -& 
ation is ane. 8 
dl. But ſurely, Ortho, you muſt- be ſenſible that this 2s 
is not refuting the error, if it be one; but only declaiming 
againſt it: which conduct you would be apt to cy -» 
the oppoſite party. iT. c. 
Or. It was not for want of arguments or procfs on my 
| fide of the queſtion, that I did not at once them : 
but becauſe { thought it neceflary to obſerve to you firſt, 
that this error proceeds, as I apprehend, from ſuffering 
reaſon to go beyond her proper bounds, and to determine 
in things which are, above her comprehenſion,” and Which 
never can be brought down to it; and from not taking the 
plain declarations of ſcripture fora guide, abiding by by chem, 
and; conſidering: them ever according to the analogy 
faith; Juſtification I take. to be one of the deep things of 
God: and if all that reaſon ſuggeſts and determines in ſuch 
matters be admitted, then the word of God muſt: be. ſet 
aſide as an uſeleſs thing; yea, as ſpeaking nothing but un- 
truths upon this head, and many others alſo. 
1 think the ground of this error, is, “ not making. a 
hs neceſſary diſtinction between , the: purpoſes or decrees of 
= 1 God, and the actual accompliſhment of them.” As for 
_ . inſtance : God, no doubt, from eternity decreed to create 
» this world: Shall we therefore WA that it bad ap aQual 
x exiſtence from eternity? 

. I bave lately read a track upon this ſubject, * be, 
dude author makes a diſtinction between the immanent and 
= tranſient ats of God. He ſays, God's decree to create the 
| world, reſpected ſome — .* act to be performed in time, 
3B as the accompliſhment of that decree : but that in the caſe. 
ee 1 it is an imm act only, and N < 

Stern 
Or. This is ſaying without proof; yea, 
of the contrary. Ter daun, the Aidin en — —4 
= Trmanent and tranſent acts of God may have its uſe; yet, 
in this caſe, I apprehend, it makes not at all for that:fide 
" | of the queſtion: for ſurely the decree of juſtifying inne 


, = _.*xeſpeds a tranſient act, as much as the decree of } I 
Wo this world.“ 2 does it not m_ 8 1 =. 
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quickened and regenerated t; he being juſlified _- 


£ You. have à very fine tree here, Sir --- A tree! reptics ] 


er it be nat à pump? 


80 Chriſt, whoſe righteouſneſs then becomes his, and he can ple 9 
in R 5 the ſame manner, as when an earthly prince iſſucs BY 
of pardon fur rebels, wh» are condemned” by the 35 ' 9 

_ until they plead it in court, and ſtand under ] ? 
= — eee ee 2 


| Op | 
upon the foul at the ſame time, which is ſet-forth 
tous in ſriprre under the very @umlitude of» crcation © 
new eteation? 168 

Cl: How can that be? when it is an 4 of God's ming 4 
«CC His des i 
uſtify the elect, being their 5 eating, Far, 1 
— als; Os mt 


election. 24 of 
I am t opinion from you 10 thisg 
think it that God's purpeſe or dicres 
. — ie „ Ke 9 
can — As for election, I da 
not call it a decree: it was a perfect act, whereby he choſe 4 
ſinners; and his decrees 383 — tbe end 
to which they were choſen: an required nothing 
more than the certain forcknowledge of their future -heingy 
in order to their election. But with reſpect to the poi 
under conſideration, God not only decreed to juſtify "the 
elect, but actually fulfils that decree upon them perſonallyy 
and their actual exiſtence is abſolutely; neceſſary for that 
end. For no man is, or can be juſtified, who is not 4% 


* 0 
BEN 


A friend of mine has furniſhed me with the 
which I think is very appoſite to the point in hand. 1 4 
who had been diſputing about eternal Juſticatian,: took a walk ins. 

belonging to one of them: when the other ſays ti bis 


* 2 
* 
it i is not à tree Fir, I in ſiſt upon it. It: is a p ---: A: pum 1 
ins his friend What do you mean ? --- I fay, it is — 7 © 
ve determined in my own — to make it one, and have dug | 
for it, Therefore I appeal to you, Sir, whether, upon anang, 


I I is not intended here to confound Juſtification with Re & You 
tion and SanRtification ; or to imply, that the new nature, rome * 2 
regeneration, is that which conſtitutes a man a ' uſtified perſons ; . 
matter or cauſe of his juſtification being, ſolely the e 
Chriſt, apprehended by faith aith - but only to maintain, that a gull 
rſon mult be alſo re — which in order of nature is done fir 
nd in conſequence thereof, he a 5 gin vr Chriſt's righteouſnels 


his juſtification : and he is acquitte juſtified in a law ſenſe} 2x 
by ; the ſentence of the law being reverſ ks. when by faith he-ig = - 5 


2 4 


conceive. 


lowin g paſſage, Who 


1 4 
conſequence of his e under the covert of that righ- 
teouſneſs, which is received by faith, and imputed to him: 
God then declaring him to be righteous in his ſight, in 
conſequence of his being made righteous; which is ſimi- 


lar to God's pronouncing the works of creation to be very 


good, after he had made them ſo. And as great a change 

s upon the foul of a man in regeneration, as paſſed 
upon the chaos, when God, in fix ſucceſſive days exertion 
of his creative power, brought forth the beauteous fabrick 
of the univerſe. Believers are Mid to be created in Chrift 


% jeſus * — to be © begotten, and born again +” — 


and to be © new creatures : and the ſcriptures never 
ſpeak of a man as juſtified, till this change be paſſed upon 
him |. How any one therefore can preſume to ſay, the de- 
cree of juſtifying ſinners reſpects not a tranſient act, to be 
performed upon the elect, perſonally, in time, I cannot 


of the law ſtands out againſt them. But there is this difference in- 
deed; God does not pardon and juſtify ſinners without a righteouſ- 
neſs anſwerable to the demands of the law ; though. an earthly prince 
| F 
® Epheſ. ii. 10. F 1 Pet. i. 3, 23. } 2 Cor. v. 17. 
| God is ſaid to be the © juſtifier of the ungodly.” From whence 
our . tons opponents conclude, that the ele, while continuing 
y, muſt be juſtified. When a king hath oned a criminal; 
do men ſay, he hath pardoned an innocent, a juſt, a guiltleſs perſon ? 
Is it not uſual, and equally rigbt as uſual, to ſay, the king hath par- 
doned a criminal or a malefactor? So when God juſtifies ſinners, the 
-ungodly ; ſuch they were till he took them in hand to juſtify them, 
but not afterwards : and called fo, to intimate there was nothing in 
them which was the cauſe of their juſtification ; the righteouſneſs which 
jaſtifies being wholly without them. But it may be aſked, Do they 
not commit ſin after they are juſtified ? and are they not therefore 
ſtiſl ungodly? I reply, they do: yet does not that denominate them 
ungodly perſons. Paul, afſerting the dignity and prerogative of his 
new nature, boldly declared, though he did ſin, “ It is no more I 
* that do it I, Paul, the new creature in Chriſt Jeſus --- © bur 
#6 Ha that dwelleth in 7 W | 4s 1 | 
when the ſcripture I. 0 ay any thing to the c 
of God's eleR ? 54 is God 1 that juſtifieth: Ther rages infer fm 
hence, that all the elect, indiſcriminately, are juſtified. But the 
context proves that thoſe only, who are actually juſtified by faith, 
«and have peace with God, in conſequence BF, are intended in 
this paſſage ; as ſuch wy Arg make the challenges in this and the fol- 
all ſeparate a6 &, us, believers 5 not ues 
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I imagine, Cleon, you would be guided by the ſcrigs = 
tures, and abide by their determination in this. as well 
in all other points; rather than by the abſtruſe, metaphy=" 
ſical reaſonings of men. eee 3% hoe to | 
Cl 1 would fo; for following thoſe, I am ſure. not is 
err. | : | 
Or. Well; tell me then, if you can, where the ſcrip- 
tures ever ſpeak of an unbeliever being juſtiſied ? For if it 
were a truth, I ſhould expect to find ſome trace of it therę- 
in: but for my on part, I cannot find one text, whic 
even implies ſuch a thing; but I find many which expreſly 
ſay the contrary. The. ſcriptures, ſpeak of men being by 
nature children of wrath “; children of the devil t 
and the like: and that all unbelievers are under condemna- 
tion, and the curſe of the broken law: for it is an adjudged 
caſe in ſcripture, that he that, believeth not, is con- 
% demned already; and the wrath, of God abideth o | 
&« him 1.“ They never ſpeak, of believers as under con- 4 
21 demnation, but always as juſtified; 75 & he that believeth 4 
| is juſtified from all "things, ||.” Faith $,,or. believing, 
wo Loot | pate: 278 e nts gre Vet £7 we theie- 


E 


Md oY — 0 A 
I John iii. 18, 36. Acts xiii. 39. 


$ It is an idle cavil of ſome, who ſay, „“ If we are juſtiſied 
faith (inftrumentally) then Chriſt juſtifies not alone; but we ate bas 
tified by 2vorks: and ſo faith is made à co-partner with Chrii ans 

| alted too high.“ To which I reply, the word of God yan. - 
iv. 16. © it is OF FAITH, that it might be BY GRAD 
make faith no more than a hand that receives the righteouſneſs ot __ | 
Ar Fuftification 1 Dr. Gill himſelf allows). And can with 3 
the leaſt colour of reaſon be ſaid to obſcure the glory of ſovereigi dee, bo * 
or to leſſen the freeneſs of a gi to maintain, that what is freely be- 


— manifeftatively juſtified by it: but that we diſclaim" it in any fen 
Mew or ſenſe, and even trample it under our feet, But yet; t 
di gift of God, enabling us to receive Chriſt and his righteouſytS, 
to the end that wwe might be juſtified; we hanaur it, | and elteem aan. 


_ [ 8 ] 

refore, is the turning point between a ſtate of Con- 
S tion and Juſtification. Chriſt is the door of entrance 
into a juſtified ſtate; God being « the juftifier of him,“ 
and him only, << who believeth in Jeſus *.” Therefore, 
while a perſon remains in unbelief, he abides under con- 
demnation. 

CI.” Yes; of its being manifeſted to a believer's "oi 
ſeience: ſo it is OP faith manifeftatroely, that a me is 


ſied. 

105  Manife ffi by faith! — Where did you len 
this? Foal deny not t faith a believer comes 2 know 
that he is juſtified; bet Þ not that he was juſtified before 
faith: the ſame as a' perſon knows he has a gift, when 
He has received it; not that he had it before he received 
it. For I ſhould ſuppoſe, were this the caſe, it being a. 
matter of ſuch vaſt importance, that the ſcriptures would 
Jomewhere or other affert it in plain, explicit terms; and 
07 the direct contrary a. And if the ſcriptures 11 

reſly declare, that we are © juſtified by faith f f 
that 5 we are the children of God by faith in. Son 
us , &c. and no where ſay, that believers * 

8 Tull fed before they had faith: then I think it 22 
.. Plain, obvious n of ſeripture; overthrows the de- 


. * Fah ble gift. 801 do we * it W the Ee af 2 gift 
dy it, more than it would, if a perſon was to beſtow a gift 
cer, and, at the ſame time, give him a hand to receive it 
we therefbre think it exalts faith no more to call it a hand 
ea gift with, than an cye to perceive, diſcern, or diſcover it: 
bu at the former makes it rather more valuable ; e as, 2 
ag © gift, Dre 5 ' 


Kom. iii. 26. F Gal. in. 24. - 


1 Our bleſſed Lord ſays, . 14s 15. „ As Moſes lifted 9 5 
es ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of Man be lift ; 
that whoſoeyer believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
e laſting life.” Here is a compariſon drawn betwixt the phat the * 

type, and Chriſt, the antitype. The former was lifted u 

ſerpent· tung Iſraelites, by looking up to it, might be heale 

. was lifted up upon the croſs, and 1s ſtill held oy in a 4— 5 oy. 
that all who are made ſenſible of their being bitten by the old ſerpent, 
may be healed by looking to, or believing in him. Here, we may 

- Tee the right uſe of faith, illuſtrated by the Iſraelites looking to 
. brazen ſerpent. Now, bow abſurd would it be to ſuppoſe, that 
— 4 222 * 2 to the ſerpent, were as ac - 

tually ore t to it; and . y io * 

_— eee 9 
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elarations of God concerning his creatures; and makes the . 
judgment of God to be nat according to truth; to ſuppoſe © 
it to be otherwiſe than as the word of God declares it is. 
The ſcripture is not ſuch a noſe of wax; it has a fixed, 
determinate meaning: and what it ſays to any foul, what» 
ever ſtate it may be in, it muſt be a truth concerning that 
ſoul. If the word ſays to an unbeliever (whether lected 
or nan- elected, for it alters not his preſent ſtate) that he 
is in a ſtate of condemnation ; that muſt be true concern- 
ing ſuch an one, as much as of one that ſhall continue 
to-the end in unbelief. Otherwiſe the judgment of God 
would not be according to truth: or, which is equally 
dangerous to aſſert, God's word and his judgment would 
be contrary to one another : for I know of no other way 
of coming at the knowledge of the mind and will of God, 
than by the written word, opened by the Spirit. 

The ſcriptures declare, that God hath concluded all 
cc under ſin *; which muſt be true of all mankind, and 


muſt have a reality in it. And the conſequence of being 


concluded under fin, can be nothing leſs than being under 
condemnation ; for, judgment came upon all men to con- 
demnation :“ and the ſentence of condemnation muſt firſt 
take place upon every child of Adam, perſonally and ac- 
tually, before juſtihcation can; which is a reverſion of th 
former in order to the latter. For what need can therehe 


of Juſtification, if a perſon be not condemned ? and 9 


were juſtified from eternity, then he muſt have be 
5 before eternity — Believe ſuch abſurdities 
will! ä 23 
But I will adduce this one text more of our Lord's, 
«© While ye have the light, belieye in the light, that ye 
« may be the children of light f.“ What will your friends 
fay to this? Why, I know Dr. Gill. ſays, that ye may 
4 appear to be the children of light, Sc. What, then 
they actually were the children of light befoie they believed 
ea, when in the darkneſs of firs, and blinded through un- 
lief? A fine concluſion truly ! from the words of him, 
who ſpake as never man ſpa kee. 1 
Again; pardon of fin is never ſpoken of in ſeripturę as 
being before faith, but always after: and both it and juſtie 
fication are declared to be future, and conſequent upon » 


in order of nature, though not of lime; as theſe ſeriptufes - - Þ 
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_ abundantly evince. © As by one man's diſobedience. many 
.** Tere made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one ſhall many 
ebe made righteous . — The ſcriptures foreſeerng 
<< that God would juſtify the heathen through faith +— that 
% we might be juſtified by faith .“ — “ We have believed 
« in Jeſus Chrift, that we might be juſtified |.” — By his 
& knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many 5.— 
«© That your fins may be blotted out **,” — Whoſoever 
s believeth in him ſhall receive remiffion of ſins 4+.” But 
how can fins be blotted out or remitted, if they are not pre- 
viouſly charged upon the perſon? 
Ci. But did not Chriſt become the ſurety of his people? 
did he not take upon him the ſins of the elec, and atone for 
them?. And if fo, then were not they acquitted from guilt . 
and condemnation, in conſequence of his undertaking on 
their behalf? In the ſame manner, as Adam was the Neat 
and repreſentative. of all his poſterity or ſeed ; by whoſe ſin 
they became ſinners ? CES 1 
. The very manner in which you have worded this ob- 
jection is ſufficient, I ſhould think, to refute the opinion it 
is meant to defend. Adam, you ſay, was the head and re- 
preſentative of all mankind, (the head and root tt, I would 
rather ſay) and upon his tranſgreſſion, the guilt of his of- 
fence was imputed to and entailed upon all his poſterity ; 
which is an indiſputable truth. Every child of Adam, 
therefore,” muſt be born a ſinner, and under condemna- 
tion; Adam could not otherwiſe be the natural root, parent 
or repreſentative of ſuch an one: for though the guilt of his 
tranſgrefſion was imputed to every one of his deſcendents, it 
could be imputed only vi tually or repreſentatively, till they 


; h % te 28 
* Rom. v. 19. + Gal. iii. 8. I Gal. iii. 24. 
Gal. ii. 16. § Ua. Iii. 11. Acts iii. 9. 


b Tt Acts X. 43» * * 0 
- It The yeaſon why the word root (particularly when ſpeaking of 
Adam) is preferred to repreſentative, is, that the larter conveys an idea 
of a perſon's bang. ſent back by one or more to preſent them: as in 
the caſe of a repreſentative in parliament ; which is not ſo in this caſe. 
Adam is more properly the root from which all the branches ſpring by 
natural generation, his poſterity being all in his loins. In the caſe o 
- Chriſt and his people, it is different: they are not his by natural ge- 
neration, but are in pl nted or ingrafted into him contrary o nature. 
But as in a covenai t ſ:nſe, Chriſt and Adam may be ſaid to be re- 
preſentatives ; and as the word has been uſed by ſound divings, 
for the want of one mote expreſſive, it is uſed occaſionally in this 


dialogue, 
were 
= * 


7 * . 
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+ were brought into being: then actually. Now view this ſlate. 


of the caſe on the ſide of Chriſt, He is the head and ſurety 
of his people, by whoſe obedience and ſufferings alone they 
can be acquitted from guilt and condemnation. But when 
does this take place upon them? It could be only mari- 
toriouſſy (the virtue and merit reſiding in himſelf). till they 
become his ſeed : actually, when they are born from above 
of the Spirit, and his righteouſneſs is imputed to them; 
then, and not before, they are perſonally acquitted, par- 
doned, and juſtified. Then the decree of Juſtification is 
accompliſhed, For thus runs the divine procedure: © whom 
6 he did faretnot, them he alſo did prede/tinate ; and whom 
he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom he 
„ called, them he alſo ju/ified; and whom he Juſtihed, 
ce them he alſo glorified *.” This is the ſtated rule and 


method of God's conduct in bringing a ſinner to glory; a 


retroſpective view of the different and ſucceſſive ſtates that 
he paſſed through, and of God's acts towards him. You 
ſee ra that a perſon muſt be called before he can be iu 
tified. hereas your opinion inverts God's order: thus 
you ſay, * Whom he juſtified, them he alſo called, and 
„ whom he called, them he did predeſtinate, MC. 


Cl. But this order is not always obſerved in ſcripture, —- | 


The words, election, calling, juſtification, and ſan#ification, 
are often tranſpoſed ; ſometimes one is firſt, ſometimes. an- 


other: as in Peter's Epiſtle, Make your calling and elec- 


tion ſure t.“ 


Or. If you obſerve the context, you will always ſee the 


reaſon for the alteration. Peter bids thoſe he wrote to, uſe 


diligence to make their calling ſure firſt, by which means 


alone they could attain to the knowledge of their election: 
not implying, that they were called before they were elected. 
And the ſame reaſons are equally obvious in other paſſages 
of ſcripture, But in the paſſage before-mentioned, the 
apoſtle begins at the fountain-head, the foreknowledge and 


predeſtination of God; and traces ſalvation along, through 


its progreſhve ſtages, till it ends in glory: which is an 
curate account of the whole proceſs thereof. 


C. But way not a perſon be condemned and juſtified at g 
condemned, as he is the natural offspring 


the ſame time. 


Adam juſtified, as he is in Chriſt ? 


Kom. viii. 29, 30. t Pet. i. 20. 
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_ » Freed from the power and dominlon of her former "hu 


5 + port ot A, on into condemnation tt.” 


| l, 8 3 + Rom. vin. 5; 1 1 855 vii. 
ne Ii, 18. = 22 


1121 | 
boo A pug you. make me ſmile, Cleon. Conſider, 
ou airy uns on the ſtage, your argument is loſt, 
5 mine is eſtabliſned. Remember you are ay 5-4 
non: entities, and what was actually 39255 upon them | 
they exiſted. But if we ſuppoſe it relates to one in "ca 
ſtilf this cannot be the caſe : for, © he that believeth is 02 
« tified" rem all things really and actually: not partly 
juſtified,” and ſtill partly condemned: being no longer 


Under the lato, as a covenant, which condemns all that are 


under it; but under grace, by which he is abſolved from 


. and condemnation: there being 6 20 condemnation to 
them chat are in Chriſt ſeſus +.” And Paul calls that 


- ſoul, “ an *adultereſs ,“ that is married to the two cove- 
Hants, to the law'and Chriſt too, at the ſame time. What- 


ever ſoul is lawfully married to Chriſt, by faith, muſt be 


Be lat; otherwiſe, he ſays, the is not at liberty to 
m. 


1 Nr ein a man be conſidered as in Adam and Chriſt IR 


and the ſame time; for he muſt be taken off from the ald 
ſtock, to be afted into Chriſt, the true oliye- tree. : Nei- 


ther was any believer in Chriſt before faith ; except 


tively, being in that fenſe choſen in him: otherwiſe Paul 


Was egregiouſly miſtaken, when he ſaid, ““ Andronieus and 
„ Junia were in Chrift before him : and nb leſs R 


he told the Epbeſiant, that before they believed, they © were 


7 2 without Chriſt in the world F.“ 1 
If a man be under condemnation in any ſenſe of 6 1 | 


before faith; and if faith makes no alteration of his tate | 
before God; he mult of neceſſity be under condemnation 


in the fame ſenſe after faith, But where do you And the 
| Eripture ſpeak of any ſuch thing of a believer ?. Op the 
Agar, does not the ſcripture ſtrongly contraſt the two | 


ITE A of à perſon 1775 and after faith Before faith, he is : 


* a child of wrath * he is condemne already 11 — 
and “ the wrath of God abideth on him 1 faith, 


— there is no condemnation BY him * 


be is ea child of God ||**— * juſtified from all $ 
—and be wh 5 


we 


A Rom, xvi. 7. | 1 Eph . H. 
I John iii. 36 _— 257 Ht. 26. 
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Cl. But o t the uin that has ſubſified n | 
Chriſt and is 5 from eternity, whereby they became” ., 3 
intereſted in all that he engaged to do for them; ſo that h/ 
Father never W upon " Sr conſider the ele any Kher .-Y 
Me dy ry as in yy 25 V4 2 
„ A 15 an urdity grob, that language canmge — 
niſh à proper epithet — 1 it; to ſuppoſe. a , , 
with a nom entiſy: and the deſenders of this notion have dis | 
covered great inattention_to the point in debate, in explain«*.. 
it by things that have a being ; ſuch as, huſband nad | 

wite, a vine and its bs. Wer. 1416+ ad 
CI. Take care, Orthq, how you deny an anos | 
non-entity, leſt you thereby deny that our ſins were laid 
Dee be to. on 


might . ſatisfaction to his law and Juſtice, 
without any real union between Chriſt and the elect; in 
the fame Cys 6 a 2 wp make a proviſion for. the -- 1 
2 the ts of, another, or engage to pay. them 34 
ae er they are contracted, or „ perſon has a bes 3 
ing; knowing that he will be in / ſuch circumſtances when - 
= into the wogd, that he mult of My, 8 
* 15 
. Then you dear y. als that the deck herz Spes EY 


* * 
* 27 4 BY p 
>. 


wit Chriſt after they are born, till they Walen N 
not 

Or. 1 00 L except a decretive union, that's. to, taks 
Phe in the Gulanls e 
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© It is obſervable, that the Gmiles 2 uſe of in ſeripture to. re- ke 
preſent the union betwixt Chritt and his people, in frei | 
us diſigrent-ideas thereof, as to the properties of it. Fhe tw Bi 
which are moſt ſtriking, are, a 5 ord and e eee 
branches . a head and the The former is expreſſive of this 1 
union o I affection —— the latter, of. the inſepara | 1 
ble union 525 ir perſons; and communion of life and grace Tag 
ther of which ig there the lea foundation for ſuppoſing, a £8 
_ -  ious:finner, who can have no affection for Chriſt, or px os for*kis in 
1 can be united to OY, or that he, who is ane duet 
£3 Ar 5 
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| TY 
kit. What fort of union had Sau! with Chriſt, when he - 
© breathed out threatnings, ſlaughter and death, againſt his 
; followers, and*Jeſus ca to him, © Why perlecuteſt thou 
4 me?” Will any dare to ſay, Paul wars gurl in a ſtate of 
. Wich as much reaſon they may tell us, de was in a 
fate of Tweet communion and petfect 1 Was he one 


with the Lord? Certainly not. erefore he was 


writ 
j Lt to the Lord: for * he Hae is joined een 


* 66 is orje. irit 5. 


Again: Look at vonder libertine, whoſs ſupreme happi- 


| ef 1 IS», 0 indulge himſelf, without reſtraint, in the gra- 


tification. the luſt of the fleſh, and to wallow in fin, 

like a ſwine in the mire. Suppoſe him to be an elect per. 

fon,” 238 ſuch an one united to Chriſt? an adopted child of 
2; pardoned and juſtified? — What then muſt we do 


with thoſe {criptures r, which tell us, that “ he that cm. 
6 mitteth fin is of the devil #7? — that * as many a ne | 
ed by the Spirit of God, thay are thei "4 


that, ** fav that are Chrift's, have crucified the fl. 

4 its affections and luſts $''— that «© they that we 85 

«* Jeſus, walk not after the fleſh, but after the be 

and that . if any man have not the Spirit of "he is 
Has ſuch an one the Spirit of 2 

— has be crucified the fleſh ? — is he led by the Spirit 


== of God ? — or does he walk after, the Spirit? Can there 
de any union between ſuch a vile, polluted creature, and a 
pure and holy God ? What communion hath light with 
darkneſs ? or what concord hath Chriſt with Belial tt?” 
be. Will the putting in the word, manifeſtatiueh, be ſufficient to 
boch the meaning of thoſe ſeriptures, which tell us 5 er 

wo is of the devil! 4 ING 


«. % . " 
- . 1 < 


life, can, while continuing - ſo; be in union TIE bim, 


ol ſpi Aua! 
who is the fountain of life: % For be * hath the Bon, hath life; | 


* rn e I Wen! 


- , 2 ＋ Cor. vi. 17 4 . ; 1 2 A! 


4 When 28 has mounted the unmanageable * Keel — 

ruſhes into the field of controverſy ; he rides furiouſly on, mo E 

Fe 5 upon whole ranks and files of ic eri ture · texts, ren . I 
concern; and knows not where he ſhall top. 
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l. It is certain, that perſoiy who have ne tho mark "4. 
have no reaſon to conclude; hte ahty Bel to Chriſt, r 
are one With him: ag © no man cn cal 3 but "= 
by the Holy Ghoſt ..“ 1 y 
Vea, but they have all the ha ATE 
* the contrary; if cheir j Nea. ic of e or. "= 
others is to be determined by ſeripture. 352 _ 
< have not the Spirit of Chriſt; he is none of "bis; 9 
150 2 


poſitive aſſertion, and 2 propoſition which contains N 
truth; and, turn it which way you will, it ic che fene 
proves that perſon, be he who or what he Will, de ng 


; of Chriſt's , who has not his Spirit. I would ate thus: 
ct if ah Man,” Sc. but an unbeliever hath not te pi | 


of Chrift;. therefore he is none of his. And the Tame cop-. 
cluſion may be drawn Tom all the other Sen 12 ** 
juſt mentioned. 2 f * 
When, God ;uſtifies a Pee 1 does it not only by 

act of his tins, imputing, the righteouſneſs of Chr 

him, dad by his Word and Spitit declares him to be Vo 
and righteous in his fi ht; Br he. alſo makes him what he 
declares him to be. For, at the ſame time (a8 1 eee 
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